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Weston Otmoor occupies a strategically important position in

the Oxford - Cambridge arc; adjacent to the proposed

East-West Rail Link and M40 J9, close enough to both

Oxford and Bicester to make use of higher order activities

whilst improving on the existing links to encourage modal shift

from road to rail.
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Strategic Context and Sub-regional Location
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The site lies substantially outside but on the edge of the

Oxford Green Belt. New housing at Weston Otmoor would

help to ease pressure on constrained nearby settlements,

particularly Oxford; to allow more sensitive areas of Green Belt

to remain undisturbed whilst meeting the need for all types of

residential accommodation. The provision of supporting land

uses, including employment, community and commercial

developments, would similarly assist in maintaining the integrity

of the Oxford urban area.

Weston Otmoor will supplement and reinforce the Oxford-

Bicester urban linkages: not just by the geographic location,

but also by facilitating the implementation of the East-West Rail

Link and thereby promoting a concomitant shift in the whole

approach to the culture of personal mobility.

The overall site measures 828 ha; approximately 16% of which

is owned by the MoD and used as a parachute training drop

zone. The majority of the site, however, is used for farming.

Boundaries of Weston Otmoor are broadly:

• The M40 to the east

• RAF Weston on the Green to the north

• The East-West Rail Link to the south

• Weston on the Green to the west

Strategic Context and Sub-regional Location
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Ecology
With the exception of RAF Weston on the Green, the site is

almost wholly agricultural in use. A detailed assessment has

revealed the site to be largely ecologically mundane where an

‘eco town’ could be hugely beneficial through the creation of

more, diverse habitats and biodiversity.

A part of the site is Green Belt and part of an SSSI is within

the site boundary. A small brook runs through the site,

north to south and there are some small areas of broad

leafed woodlands.
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Ecology and Constraints to Development
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This section of the
East-West Rail Link will be

funded by the development
of Weston Otmoor

Weston Otmoor

Weston Otmoor straddles the proposed East-West Rail Link

where ambitions have long existed to link Oxford with

Cambridge via Milton Keynes. Others are engaged to promote

the implementation of this rail route, but the financial cost is

high and funding has been a major barrier.

The Weston Otmoor development will propose a highly

sustainable transportation scheme. This will involve:

• The complete implementation of the Oxford - Milton Keynes

section of the East-West Rail Link.

• A new Park and Ride via rail to Oxford and Milton Keynes

from the new Weston Otmoor Station.

• FREE public transport to Oxford for Weston Otmoor

residents.

• A continuous-running, FREE to residents, on-site bus/tram

linking housing, employment and commercial areas with the

new station.
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What makes Weston Otmoor Unique?
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A key and, indeed, fundamental component of the scheme is

the delivery of the East-West Rail Link between Oxford and

Milton Keynes, which will be funded by the development and

implemented as part of it.

The possible introduction of a chord-line in Bicester could

allow direct connections to London via the Chiltern line, with a

journey time between Oxford and Marylebone of about an

hour.

In addition, a continuous-running ‘tram’ system would connect

all parts of the town to each other and the rail station, with the

provision of additional rail-based capacity to Oxford.

Up to 5,000 people an hour will be able to travel on the

rail routes.
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What makes Weston Otmoor Unique?



• Accessibility without the car;

• Free public transport;

• A proper ‘High Street’ for community congregation;

• Park and Ride to Oxford, Bicester or Milton Keynes;

• Green infrastructure enveloping and penetrating the

urban core;

• Schools are a key element in community development.

They will be an essential and close-up part of the urban

fabric - on the High Street - not hidden away behind a

palisade fence.

Land Use Budget

• Housing 220 ha

• Public Open Space 56 ha

• Employment 80 ha

• Education 22 ha

• Retail/Commercial 10 ha

• Built Community Uses 10 ha

• Park and Ride sites 15 ha

• Allotments/small holdings 105 ha

• Green Infrastructure 150 ha

• Housing expansion 110 ha

• Other expansion space 50 ha

828 ha

Notwithstanding the excellent public transport links to higher

order facilities in Oxford and Bicester, Parkridge intends to

promote a community, genuinely sustainable in the sense that

as many residents as possible can choose to live and work

and be self-sufficient in Weston Otmoor.

35,000 people

12,000 jobs

More, but smaller primary schools

More, but smaller shops

Innovation
• Innovation in on-site energy production;

• Innovation in the use and management

of water;

• Innovation in on-site waste disposal;

• Innovation in on-site resource management;
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Draft Master Plan: Initial Concept

The rectangular form of the site encourages a linear

characteristic in the composition of Weston Otmoor. This has

distinct advantages in providing accessibility for residents

to the FREE public transport system; to schools, shopping

and leisure areas.

A new railway station provides the urban focus at the southern

end of the town. This will link through the built development

with a continuous-running bus or tram service connecting

homes with jobs, shopping, schools and so on.

There will be a maximum 200m walk to a bus or tram stop

from any house.

The “High Street” will accommodate all the essential services

and facilities including education, healthcare, leisure,

employment and retail.

Cars will be notable by their absence: “out of sight” will mean

“out of mind”; people will instead take advantage of the first

class routes for walking and cycling.

This initial concept was prepared in response to the Eco

Towns Prospectus in July 2007 and was submitted to

Government in October 2007. Whilst the development will

remain true to its principles, details will be refined to

accommodate various issues as they emerge.

Following more recent ecological survey work, the layout of

the area south of the A34 is being revised.



A community which:

• cares for its environment

• respects its town

• feels it belongs

• offers opportunities to meet, mix and make friends

• is big enough to accommodate all day to day facilities

and services:

Why go anywhere else?
10,000 dwellings (expansion space to 15,000)

25,000 people, growing to 35,000

12,000 jobs

2 Secondary schools

8 Primary schools

Shops

Healthcare

Parks

Woodlands

Its own railway station: trains to Oxford, Milton Keynes

and London.

Free public transport to residents, on-site and to Oxford and

Bicester.

It is time to fundamentally re-think the design of

cities......communities designed so that people do not

need cars because they can walk to most of the places

they need to go, or take public transport. Urban

transport systems based on a combination of rail lines,

bus lines, cycle pathways, and pedestrian walkways

offer the best of all possible worlds in providing mobility,

and low cost transportation.

Eco-Cities - ‘Building cities in balance of nature’
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A new community
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The A34 bisects the site. it will, however be accommodated

in the layout without environment damage. We shall bridge

over it, using examples from elsewhere; notably, Birmingham,

London, Bath, Lincoln and Florence.

“Innovation is not new”

Weston Otmoor
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By using historical examples of bridge design

such as the Old London Bridge over the River

Thames, Pulteney Bridge Bath, Canal Bridge

Birmingham, High Bridge Lincoln and the Ponte

Vecchio in Florence, the High Street of Weston

Otmoor would form a bridge over the A34 so the

visual experience for the pedestrian and

shopper is undisturbed.

The main High Street would float over the A34 to

integrate the north and south of the town.

Leisure facilities, parks, school playing fields,

shops, and dwellings all exist in ‘bridges’

elsewhere.

Linkages: Lessons from history




